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MEETING OF THE EXPERT COUNCIL ON CUSTOMS REFORM
DISCUSSION OF CUSTOMS REGISTRATION AND DECLARATION ISSUES

COVERED IN THE DRAFT CUSTOMS CODE (in new revision)
A meeting of Expert Council on customs reform to discuss issues of customs registration and declaration of goods covered in the draft Customs Code in new revision was held on September 28, 2007 at the conference room of Grand Orzu Hotel.

Customs registration is one of the most important stages of interaction between foreign economic activity participants and customs bodies. It represents aggregate set of customs operations with respect to goods and vehicles moved across customs border.
The cumulative set of aforesaid customs operations consist of a diversity of procedures and formalities, starting with operations preceding customs declaration filing, preliminary and actual declaration of goods, and ending with operations on completion of a customs regime under which the goods were placed.
As seen from above-mentioned, customs registration is quite a complicated process and effective operation of each foreign economic activity participant and the economy in general heavily depend on levels of transparency and simplicity of passing each of these stages.
In this regard, customs legislation should secure conditions for maximum simplified process of customs registration without offhand influence on quality of control. Based upon international experience, important role in the process of customs registration should be assigned to introduction of systems, based on electronic declaration and risk management.
In the framework of activities, aimed at elaboration of the draft Customs Code in new revision, the joint project of United Nations Development Programme and State Customs Committee of the Republic of Uzbekistan (“Improving the System of Customs Administration in the Republic of Uzbekistan”) organized a meeting of Expert Council on customs reform to discuss issues of customs registration and declaration of goods covered in the draft Customs Code in new revision. The event was held on September 28, 2007 in the conference room of Grand Orzu Hotel.
The objective of the Expert Council meeting was to continue constructive policy dialogue among the Government, private sector and other involved parties on joint discussion of the clauses of the draft document regulating issues of customs registration and declaration of gods.
Among the issues discussed during the course of event were such issues as necessity of accurate definition and precise regulation of customs registration time and places; securing documents and information necessary for customs registration in the Customs Code without referring to by-laws; importance of regulation of clauses on introduction and functioning of electronic declaration of goods; securing criteria for restriction of places of declaration of goods; necessity of reconsideration of specific requirements and conditions of functioning of customs agents and others.

At the close of the meeting participants agreed to additionally consider discussed remarks and suggestions and submit them for consideration to the Working Group on elaboration of the draft Customs Code in new revision.

The meeting of the Expert Council was organized within the framework of joint project of UNDP and the Government “Improving the System of Customs Administration in the Republic of Uzbekistan” (www.undp.uz/projects).
Remark: Draft Customs Code is available for consideration at following URLs on the Internet: http://customs.uz/files/Project_TK.zip and http://www.chamber.uz/arch/TK.rar. Comments and proposals on the Customs Code in new revision should be addressed to: UNDP “Improving the System of Customs Administration in the Republic of Uzbekistan” Project, 5, Usmon Nosir Str., 1st tupik, Tashkent 100070 or sent by e-mail to customs.uz@undp.org, dilshod.akbarov@cer.uz. Phone numbers: 150-25-56/57, 150-02-02.
Please visit UNDP Uzbekistan website www.undp.uz for more information about the meeting and materials.
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